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Graham to Ithaca
as business manager

James S. Granam of Park Forest, 111,
will become business manager of the
Ithaca Journal on Sept. 8, Louis S.
Pickering, general manager, has an-
nounced.

Graham has been on the sales staff
of the Chicago office of Gannett Ad-
vertising Sales, Inc., since 1961. He
was formerly with the Danville (IIL.)
Commercial-News.

Graham, 41, was born in Freeport,
IIl. He received the B.A. degree in
journalism from the University of Illi-
nois in 1949 and was business man-
ager of the Daily Illini, the university
newspaper, in his senior year.

His newspaper experience also in-
cludes 21 months as an apprentice
printer on the Dixon (Ill.) Evening
Telegraph.

He joined the Danville Commercial-
News in 1949 as a retail advertising
salesman and two years later became
manager of general advertising. He
was appointed promotion manager in
1956.

He served as chairman of the Plan-
ning and Sales Committee of Illinois
Daily Newspaper Markets, a state-
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James S. Graham

wide organization, and attended an
American Press Institute advertising
seminar at Columbia University.

At Gannett Advertising Sales in
Chicago Graham handled its retail
division, work which involved sales
contacts with the national offices of
such retail chains as Montgomery
Ward, S. S. Kresge, and Sears, Roe-
buck.

He was publicity chairman of the
Chicago Chapter of the American As-
sociation of Newspaper Representa-

of its new-business

in Danville, Graham
e Chamber of Com-
Industrial Club, the
rd of St. Elizabeth’s
Knights of Colum-
masters Club. He
d of Junior Achieve-

ment and held several posts with Dan-
ville’s United Fund.

In Park Forest he has worked with
the United Fund and was chairman of
memorial gifts in a fund drive for St.
Irenaeus Church.

He and Mrs. Graham have two chil-
dren—Steven, 9, and Susan, 7.

The Cover

MISS LORRAINE GILLILAND, a statisti-
cian in Democrat and Chronicle circula-
tion at Rochester, examines Sunday
comic sections from several Gannett
newspapers in this camera study by
Peter B. Hickey, director of photography
of the Rochester newspapers. Hickey's
color photo was processed for offset use
by the Klischograph department of the
Ithaca Journal.

IT BEATS ME /YOU GOOF
OFF ALL THE TIME, YET
YOU'RE A FAVORITE OF
THE REAPERS OF THE
GANNETT NEWSPAPERS
AND 930 OTHER
PAPERS/
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[ don't understand, Y That was just the front

. Skeezix! The last | page! This time he got | —=
GANNETT CO., INC. time Punky chewed the comic
Gannett Newspapers Building up the section!
Rochester, N. Y. 14614 paper you f —
Joseph N. Freudenberger, Gannetteer Editor thouqht

it Was

Contributions to The Gannetteer
may be submitted through any
of these correspondents:

The Rochester Times-Union ..... George Kimbal!

The Rochester Democrat and Chronicle
.. .Dave Simms

The Hartford (Conn.) Times ......... John Dowd

The Elmira Star-Gazette and Advertiser
...Nancy Furman Van Houten

The Elmira Sunday Telegram
...Nancy Furman Van Houten

Original drawings available

CarToons used to illustrate this issue of The Gannetteer are available on
D Wicabaiiybross =0 Rk request for promotion departments of individual newspapers in the Group.
Thanks to the syndicates and to the artists creating the drawings is hereby
publicly expressed. Articles on modernized comic pages begin on Page 15.

The Utica Observer-Dispatch .. .... Phil Spartano

The Ithaca Journal .......... James P. Dougherty

The Newburgh-Beacon Evening News . Ruth Valenti

The Saratoga Springs Saratogian
... Mrs. Marie J. Whitford

GOLLY, BLONDIE, A
GRAY HAIR ! THAT

COMES FROM BEING
AROUND FOR
34 YEARS!

DAGWOOD, YOURE JUST
AS YOUNG-LOOKING
AND FRISKY—AND
FUNNY—AS EVER!
THAT/S WHY YOU'RE
HELPING TO MAKE
FRIENDS FOR THE
GANNETT
NEWSPAPERS
EVERY DAY !

The Plainfield (N.J.) Courier-News
... Stewart W. Smith

The Malone Evening Telegram ... .. Harold Brown

The Danville (I1l) Commercial-News Barbara Traynor

The Binghamton Evening Press ....... Dor Smith

The Niagara Falls Gazette - Sal DeVivo

The Camden (N. J.) Courier Post . Virginia W. Wilton

WHEC/AM-TV, Rochester, NY. .. Barbara Johnson
WINR/AM-TV, Binghamton, N.Y. ...... Dor Smith
WREX-TV, Rockford, I1l. .............. Ron Voigt ’

CHIC

young,

© King Features Syndicate, Inc., 1964.

WDAN, Danville, I~ - ... . Mary Sumila /
The Gannett Group includes also the ten news-

papers of the Westchester-Rockland Group.
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Follow Li’l Abner in the Sunday Gazette

” NIAGARA FALLS GAZETTE
Wednesdey, July 1, 1964

dey. |

(~VF 1 CAN

5 T SEND. BUT HE SAYS, " \
[ copr v iz P S Vet e [EER 52 || ASTROLOGY
BNER =] MR TOSEE LK e sioooy LGH e

A Trxpper
1“Noble o By Sydn m:
e Poctit y Sydney Omarr
42 bumppe © contraction
. 2o S
Mouths Selovec
‘Biblical prophet ’7‘;?‘;“’:‘0" FOR THURSDAY, JULY 2

ingiike part 9 Hin
eoptaca 10 Additionat
Frmaril skirt 11 Sweet

“The wise man controls his Tendency is to forget health
aloial liguor 19 Amusing tale
% 21 “Last of the

destiny . . . Astrology points|rules. New enterprise absorbs

. . — 29 Pheasant brood 48 Indias wigwam E the way." vyour attention. But do take
. . . Compass point 24 Animal J0Stream in 47 Fodder ARIES (Mar 21Apr. 1p):|Hime to rest. Utilize common
@ : : : e P Cleon 39 Finer e 1= action! Ideas will| S¢7se in connection with diet.
/ > 24spansh dance BNerse god 39 ndian money 8 Zmpoved % B hese is|Remember recent resolutions.
. scarbon e 3 o
4 38 £ty American 44 OId It capial 53 Maccutine travel change, consultation| SAGITTARIUS .(Nov. .22
31Rome explorerteratare 45 Algerian ot sickname with one on the move indi-|DeS- 21: What associates

Beetle romise and what they are

. . 3 ) T
- \ 34 Chemical g 1l X cated. Display versatility. Ac-
HAVE CHANGED e, FT SR ; e oo, o remen, | capsble of deivering

. . 35Tand tifle in T o e may not be the same. Read

ber to smile!

Be wary of speed. Attitude|ment is better than so-called
should be “slow bit surs."‘exwtsv
Don't attempt to rush project.| AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
Heed advice of friend. Don't|18): Practical affairs demand
let pride stand in way of attention. Recent events point
lid way to future action. Fine for
CANCER (June 21-July 22):|home improvement — frank
One who is supposed to pro-|talk with family member.
tect your interests takes day|Change necessary—but not to-
off. Means be alert, ready for day.
“emergency call” Surprises| PISCES (Feb. 19Mar. 20t
due. Situation developing|Gain pleasure through accom-
which will require personal|plishment. Take nothing for
attention. | granted. Check personal pos-
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Good | sessions. Experiment with
lunar aspect highlights knowl-|hobby. Reward due. You earn
edge, answers to perplexing|respect of loved one by dis-
questions. Take time to sur-|Playing understanding.
vey situation. Member of op- M
posite sex means well. But| IF THURSDAY is your
actions may tell another story, |birthday . . . you are sensitive,
VIRGO' (Aug. 23-Sept. 22»:‘17:9&9:5 deep understanding of
Higher-ups want results, But|the creative arts. By next
Follow Steve in the Sunday Gazette | =770 W% MO T2 month you may be involved in
"UH---NO/ 1 THOUGHT . TTLL DO NO 600D, MIKE --BUT |agreement in writing. Dun‘\‘ﬂaw, exciting project.
, STEVE - 2 g 4 i money is concerned. Impul- t
i MAYSE TAKE A SWIM/ KEEP QUT OF DEEP WATER ey o prove’s comly.|Those who favor change win
> e OGS - ) vait! lout over faction which advo-
= ates “standing still.”

36Mr. Gerstwin 15 T TAURUS (Apr. 20-May zn)-‘h"ﬂ'y'x Cancer message. Your

Tt i T . = Your viewpoint may be ob.|Runch is correct! Take time to

Srame T e But this 12 only a|follow through on suggestion.

42$ymbol for | ) temporary condition. CAPRICORN (Dec. 22Jan,

% “,'aey“.’fomh. TE S = | ; cial backing due. Cycle b

44Tndan ymbols [5TT i [ 1 |

S Formot “tobe” fir ! € scenes. cting home life, securit
e | | 1 | GEMINI (May 21-June 20):|Time when your own judg:

|

Res t
fruit. Those you respect due | i
o pay compliments. Do more | Man in New World
g than talking Hold| Tule Springs, Nev, is one
on new project. Obtain|of the few sites with radio-
uable hint from today's|carbon dates suggesting that
Virgo message. an has been in the New
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21):| World at least 30,000 years.

OUR BOARDING HOUSE

EGAD, ERNEST, THE ARTIST HAS
MADE A SPECIALTY OF PAINTING,
RLD FAMOUS PERSON=~
ALITIES /+w WHY, THE GREAT
BERNALDY WOULDN'T PICK
P A BRUSH FOR LESS THAN
#1000 ~~BUT THE SITTER
MUST FIRST BE OF SOME

have found us a CAVE!”

SIDE GLANCES

ey = i
=7 N “'l/

SHE WASN'T AT THE GAME—AND| | “— SHE Wias SOMEWHERE WITH THAT
NEITHER WAS HER FATHER!® | | COLLEGE GUY—AND WHEN SHE DION'T
E 8US 15 WAITIN,
GOIN' 'HE COULD BE OUT OF TOWN

RK: ON BUSINESS—AND I-1

BY
A5 THAT?) IN LOVE WITH
HiM THAT

Y= |
: |

Pop in the Sunday Gazette
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28 Color Comics !
In the Sunday Gazette \
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What'’s the place of comics
in today’s newspapers?

. How have comic pages changed
in the last 20 years?

Here are reports

by the men in charge

of some of the best comic pages
in the Gannett Group, telling—

How a comic page
is modernized

By THOMAS J. BERRIGAN
Editor, Niagara Falls Gazette

WE suspect that comic pages have changed less than
most parts of the paper in the last 20 years.

Perhaps that is to be expected. The appeal of humor
and adventure is similar from generation to generation.

Happy Hooligan and Hairbreadth Harry would be
considered corny characters today, but really their
escapades were not much different from those of
Mickey Finn or Johnny Hazard. They trade on the
same emotions and use the same techniques to get
the attention of readers, young and old.

This is only part of the story, of course. Today’s
comics have a degree of sophistication in keeping with
modern trends. Some humor dares to be risque. Ad-
venture strips have a new technique in the space age.
But basically, comics serve the same purpose—to at-
tract young readers and entertain everybody who will
read them.

*

THus 1T 15 NOT SURPRISING to find that the comic page
in the daily Niagara Falls Gazette has basically the
same content as it did two decades ago—strips, panels
and crossword puzzle. An astrology column replaces
a serial fiction story, but the improvement there is
questionable.

The comics, of course, are different. Johnny Hazard
is the only 20-year survivor.

Are they better? That probably depends upon

CONTRIBUTOR BERRIGAN, editor
of the Niagara Falls Gazette since
1946, joined the staff as a cub re-
porter in March 1927. He was
named acting city editor in Octo-
ber 1945, and promoted to man-
aging editor in May 1946, becom-
ing editor later that year.

whether the answer comes from today’s youngster or
from someone who was young in the 1940s.

The Gazette has had a special problem with its daily
comic page. It’s because two larger papers in Buffalo
have been able to preempt the offerings of syndicates.
For years we had to be content with comics that would
not sell in Buffalo.

This picture has changed somewhat since we joined
the Gannett Group a decade ago, but the Buffalo terri-
torial demands are something we must still contend
with.

All our daily strips have counterparts in the Sunday
Gazette and this gives us a chance to promote the
Sunday paper by inviting the reader to follow each
strip on Sunday.

*

Our paneLs come exclusively from the NEA package
—and here Buffalo practice gives us an advantage.
The Buffalo papers choose not to use these NEA panels
(because they are available to The Gazette), and this
makes them, in effect, exclusive to us.

We think the NEA panels stand up well against
those offered by other syndicates, especially when you
compare the economics involved. (We pay for NEA
features whether we use them or not.)

This doesn’t mean that we don’t keep a lookout for
new panels or strips. And here we can match our
competition because when we subscribe to a new of-
fering first Buffalo cannot claim territorial rights on it.

But in practice, “hit”” comics have been few and far
between in recent years. We have just subscribed to
a new one (A-RAY from George Matthew Adams).
If it is a smash we will be in on the ground floor. If it
is a dog we can quickly drop it.

Gazette readers are not voluble in their opinions of
our comics. Once in a while Daisy May’s costume
brings a mild criticism. Occasionally Out Our Way
draws a bit of nostalgic approval.

But we have a feeling that there would be*quite an
uproar if some day we forgot to include the comic
page in The Gazette.
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CHANGES IN COMICS

Neither a formula
nor a manger dog

By NORRIS W. VAGG
Managing Editor, Democrat and Chronicle, Rochester

Is THERE a formula for a successful comics page?

I'd be so grateful if someone would let me in on the
secret. A deluge of strips floods every managing editor’s
desk every month. Many are new, many are “tested”
strips being run by few or many newspapers. So what do
we do with our fixed page of strips, puzzles and a pair of
good features?

Generally, the page is let alone. .. despite regular as-
surances from syndicate salesmen that “I wouldn’t bother
you with most strips. But this one is really among the
greatest; you can’t afford to miss this one.”

And they present lists of 28 to 40 newspapers already
signed for this new circulation miracle who can’t wait for
the first release date. Some are so enthusiastic they have
sent along their big promotion ads to show that they, too,
believe this one will panic our readers.

Six months later you can’t find the damned thing in
any exchange in the office. *

PerHAPS there are two methods of handling comics pages:
One for the big newspapers in roughly competitive cities,
and another for the rest of us.

Vern Croop of The Times-Union and I hunt eagerly for
competitive material, but we certainly won’t buy every-
thing in sight to play “dog in the manger.” That appears
to be the big-city way.

Granted, if you buy everything, you have to hit a good
one every decade or so. But, if you have two or three or
seven comics that have stood the test of a decade or so,
why throw out the familiar for the uncertain?

We have carried “Gasoline Alley” since before Skeezix
was left on Walt's doorstep, honor Uncle Phil as the
descendant of “Mickey Finn,” have carried “Blondie”” since
it began, listen with urbanity to complaints about the crude-
ness of “Li’l Abner” and publish “Pogo” religiously daily
and Sunday.

Pogo . .. there’s a one.

With our eyes wide open (and safely in a bomb shelter)
we conveniently lost one week’s mats for Pogo, substi-
tuting a pair of good cartoon panels we had on hand. The
phone rang ... and rang...and rang. The postman came
...and came...and came.

So Pogo’s back. I don’t read it, but we know what we
knew before—that a highly intelligent, highly vocal minor-
ity apparently takes Pogo every morning with breakfast.

A salesman assured me the roof would fall in if we
dropped “Brenda Starr, Girl Reporter”” from the paper. He

i
|
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CONTRIBUTOR VAGG, “Red” to his
newspaper associates, started at The
D&C 42 years ago as a copy boy
while he was a student at the Univer-
sity of Rochester. He has held nearly
every job in the D&C newsroom. He
was named managing editor in 1960.
He and his wife, Geraldine, have two
children—a son, Norris Jr., 17, and
a daughter, Mrs. Francis P. Keiper
Jr., of Oreland, Pa.

was forewarned because the strip already had deserted the
comics page for the want ad section for a “trial run.” We
did, and it didn’t, although we had one plea because the
strip was “true to life.” (The true-to-life episode which
killed it for me was when Brenda’s floozie pal gave away
six mink coats to the first six cleaning women she met on
the street.)

Not too many years ago we had two comics pages, tried
to sell long-term advertising for four columns. Advertising
wouldn’t stay and we found ourselves loaded with extra
strips. Getting rid of those forced me to beg for a comics
page formula; from salesmen, from older editors, from
staffers, from pollsters, from everyone. I don’t think there
is one. v

We rope the TV wave for “Flintstones,” had few com-
plaints when we relegated them to the want ad pages and
then to cancellation; killed “Penny” and heard virtually
nothing from the teen-age audience it was expected to
reach; “Juliett Jones” died without a murmur.

No editor wants to have any page stand still for years
and years. But there must be a plus factor when the charac-
ters of “Blondie,” “Mickey Finn,” “Buz Sawyer,” “Gaso-
line Alley” and “‘Beetle Bailey” are familiar to our readers.

The newspaper comics page faces one competitor it
didn’t have 10 or 15 years ago—the TV serial, whether
sudsy, funny or full of action and violence. The soap
opera problem doesn’t seem serious, as 6 or 7 minutes of
story in a 15-minute period forces TV to confine itself
to (commercials) “Things were horrible yesterday” (com-
mercial) “What SHALL we do today?” (commercial) “Tune
in tomorrow for more grief and sorrow” (commercials).

But the humorous (“Flintstones,” “Bullwinkle” and “Yogi
Bear”) can do more in an allotted period than a one-day
comic strip, perhaps. And the spacemen and action serials
certainly show more in a TV half hour than the daily news-
paper strip can accomplish in four small panels. And why
run “Casey,” “Kildare” or “Nurses” in a newspaper when
these weekly hour-long electronic programs cover a com-
plete story in one sitting?

If there’s a formula for the comics page, it seems as if it
should include humor (although many strip creators ignore
such childish stuff), action, a little serialization, some varie-
ty in consideration of the reader’s age and 1.Q. (Nancy to
Pogo) and . ..

And what? I wish someone, some expert, some knowitall
would produce an obviously correct-for-all-of-us answer.




TERRY AND THE PIRATES

I THOUGHT I WAS TEACHING INTELLIGENT
YOUNG PEOPLE, FOP! HOW SUCH FAN-
TASTIC PRIVEL COULY BE TAKEN
SERIOUSLY e

1 REGRET THAT OUR INSTRUCTRESS SHOULD
THINK LOWLY OF US— BUT MiSS BAROGUE
WAS MOST CONVINCING.../

EF YO'WAS THEM,
YQ'D LAFF, TOO”

GOREN on
BRIDGE

OH, IT's ALL
WHAT'S THiS OVER WHO HAS
I HEAR ABOUT THE LARGEST
A FEUD BETWEEN DESK/ IT's
SGT. SNORKEL STUPI
AND LT Fuzz

YOURE
UNsociaBL
i YOU'RE AL

= AR
GASOLINE ALLEY
BN =

Opening lead: Queen of
diamonds

When North made a free
bid of two clubs, South was
determined to reach a slam
and he made his wishes

known by cue bidding the
opponent’s suit. The two
spade bid is unconditionally
forcing to game and per-
mits 2 relaxed investigation
by the partnership. When
North announced the heart
fit by bidding three hearts,
South went directly into
Blackwood. The five dia
mond response revealed
that one ace was missing,
so South was content to
bid a small slam in hearts.
West opened the queen of
diamonds and, with the ap-
pearance of the dummy,
there appeared to be noth.
ing more to the play than
to draw trump. With the
expected two - one division
in clubs, North’s long suit
would take care of declar-
er's losers. West held off
his ace of hearts for' one
round, but he won the sec-
ond lead and continued
with a third round of
trumps. When declarer
played a club, however,
West failed to answer the
call and the slam went
down the drain.
While the odds for a two-
one division in clubs are
than three to one,
South had it in his power
to_improve the prospects
still further with no addi-
tional risk. He started with
10 tricks—four hearts and
two in each side suit. By
ruffing a diamond in dum-
my, he can increase the
total to 11. Now if, by some
chance, one player should
hold all three clubs as well
as the queen of spades,
fective pressure can, be
brought to bear on him.

VERY
E LATELY=-—-
WAYS

of hearts is driven out.
When South gets back in,
he proceeds ta lead out the
Test of his trumps discard-
ing clubs from the dummy.
On the third and fourth
hearts, East can discard a
diamond and a spade; how-
ever, on the last trump he
must unguard one of the
black suits, thus presenting
declarer with his 12th trick.

What Is
Electricity?

Electricity is a part of
all matter. It consists of -
“electrons,” which are tiny
particles that exist in the
structure of every atom of
every element to be found
in the universe.

What electrons them-
selves are, is another sub-
pect. In discussing elec-
tricity, we are interested in
how electrons behave. Nor-
mally, or under neutral
conditions, electrons re-
main attached to their
atoms. ‘But when energy
from some outside source
disturbs them, some of the
electrons may leave their
atoms and wander off to
other ones. An electric cur-
rent is simply the move-
ment of these electrons.

If a substance, such as
metals, transmits these
electrons freely, we say it
is'a good “conductor.” If it
prevents them from mov-
ing, we say it is an “in-
sulator” or
ductor.”

‘When an atom has lost
some of its electrons, it will
attract electrons from any
source available. Also,
when an atom has more
electrons than it needs to
be in a balanced state, it
will discharge electrons.
An atom with fewer elec-
trons than it is supposed
to have is said to have a
“positive charge.” An atom

ith too many electrons is
said to have a “negative
charge.”

“non - con-

2C
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LITTLE PEOPLE'S PUZZLE—
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Unscramble these four Jumbles, "
one ‘letter to each square, to
form four ordinary words.

HEEOON

This helps us
what an electric circuit is.
It is 2 path composed of
atoms that are good con-
duetors so that loose elec-
trons can travel from a
place with 2 negative
charge to a positive charge.
What makes the electrons
travel in the electric cir-
cuit is some kind of out-
side energy, which may be
friction, magnetism, heat,
or_chemical action

We still don't know
whether the electrons that
start out on the journey
go all the way, or whether
they bump electrons  off
atoms ahead of them and
50 pass on the motion. But
whichever happens, - the
result would be the same,
50 we describe the move-
ment 2s a continuous flow.
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FUN TIME
The Chuckle Box

John: After I played my
violin 1 heard the’ neigh-
bors yelling “Fine! Fine!”

Ann: Well, did you pay
it?

* % %

Boy: May I hold your
hand?

Girl: It isn't very heavy,
1 guess I can manage it.

EXTRA PRIZE!
~ - YOU FINISH IT

You may win a Britan-
nica World Atlas plus a
Britannica  Yearbook for
finishing this drawing. Or-
iginality and imagination
count. Use this drawing, or
copy it any size. Important:
entries must be addressed
“Drawing,” Tell Me Why,
and give your name, age,
and address.

*

Answer  to _yesterday's
Puzzle Box: The same 3
cats

THEY'LL DO IT EVERY TIME

A STRKNG THING
MANY WELL-

FURNISHED HOMES.

Now arrange the circled letters
| to form the surprise answer, as
| suggested by the above cartoon.
R T
I 00
LA AL
et

Jumbles; QUEST ALTAR FIASCO DIGEST

Yesterday's
|Auswer: They're alicays drunk but never
intoxicated—TOASTS

IR o[L[TIV[E
CRﬂSSWﬂRI} PIJZZLE ARJA[R[AITED[TN[E[S
DANNEE DENEE
ACROSS 32, Read AlLIEREAIALINEITIA
1.Cambol.  metrically UN[DF1 D BT INIK
6 Hissionle 35 Coddssof [STT1e L [e JT] 1R IA[D]E
11. Conclusion 37, Labor T[E[N[U/R]E I S[O]L[AIN
12.Sping bizd geion: abbr. [ATL[THLATR(O [M]A
. Eyelike shen
spots. 39. Distorted AR KERALGIOTIAIP
14.Explate  40. —, the Red JAIM[AT) INBRIL [V]P[1 [N]E]
15.Summon 41 Emerge |10 |N|T|0 BME|N|A[M|E|L
16.Pester 43 Perfumed  [EN[T|E|R NS TIRIE W]
18. Lair hair ointment

19. Fruit drink 45. Turk,
20. Poisonous  governor
snake 46. Amended

SOLUTION OF YESTERDAY'S PUZZLE
2. Anointed

21 Defeat 47 Bullock 3 Tobxome 3 pecombost
22.Burdened  48. Appoint- insipid 9. Under-
24.5eli.. ments 4. House ground
consciour DOWN wing explosives
subject 1. Locust, 3. Guiding 10. About
26. Bleak harvest-lly, straps 11. Con-
28. Dislodge  etc. 6. Haul along verging
. 17. Copy
Tz 5 A | 2 Lierary
facts -
0 77 21. Spar
23. Sea eagle
75 7 25. Command
10 2 horse
15 |7 0 pen
bostllity
2! 29. Sea robber
— £ = 30. Omits in
oFionouncig
K 74 31 Intertwine
7l 32 Exchanges:
32[35 [5¢ 3 37 collog.
3. Jeweler's
£ £ 4 weight
w @ G Hpvoee
36. Classified
45 fd 39. Impair
& 40 Exhale
42 That gid
7 Newsfoarures 14" 44 Harem
Par ime 26 min, 7 ™" room

By Jimmy Hatlo

Nor so Lone A0 PROVENDER
PACKAGES STRESSED THE HIGH
FOOD VALUE IN THEIR PRODUCT-

TODAY IT SEEMS THE ACCENT IS
ON JUST THE OPPOSITE +-NOT A
CALORIE IN A CARLOAD ~~++

IT'S VERY NUTRITIOUS / LISTEN
TO THIS:-*MADE OF I00% PURE

BUILDIN
RO! PHATE dPR

N, PHOS!
. AND CARBOHYDRATES -

IT SAyS'FOR LOW-

RY
=\ COLORING AND COAL~
TAR DERIVATIVES ”,
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16 The Commercial-News
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HEY, DOUG - L UNDERSTAND THIS
PICTURE 15 ABOUT A YOUNG GOLF

DOUG!.. BE CAREFUL ... Y
ALMOST HIT THAT $IGN!

-By JOSEPH WHITNEY

Does good weather
reduce crime?

|
|
Answer: Not killings and|
crimes of passion. Of the 549
homicides in New York City
in 1962, cold January had the
lowest rate with 33, and hot|
August had the highest rate
with 64. Heaviest homicidal |
racords occurred on week-
erds, averaging 131 on Sat-
urdays and 91 on Sundays.
Mondays and Tuesdays had
the fewest killings. Many
homicides, police said, are
spur-of-the-moment  killings. |
Ahout 70 per cent occurred
indoors, 10 p.m. was high
point of the 24 hours.

'gg

Are smokers impractical?

Answer: Some no doubt
are, but a study of Harvard
students (followed for 20
years) found smokers more
practical, outgoing, tolerant
and more convivial than non-|
smokers. Smokers were also|
more inclined than non-
smokers to intellectual and
social activities. However
they were not as well inte-
grated, less stable in per-
sonality factors, and some-
what lacking in purpose and|
values. Non-smokers were
more sensitive and more in-
terested in science, but less

articulate.
o
Y
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Is spitefulness rooted %?’}Ef,‘,ﬁ being
s £ hoove
in childhood? G,
i % wite
Answer: Yes; as a rule the 572G putter

early years of a spiteful adult
lacked genuine aifection and
he was not permitted to ex-
press dislike of this chilling
atmosphere. The more he re-
pressed resentment against
his parents, the more he pro-
jected his anger and anxiety

r Fire resid
to the outside world. With no 5 Radiosctive
way to “get even” with his o ety |
parents, he developed an at- S1Ear (comb.
titude of spitefulness toward sl | |
everyone. until his chief sat- 53 Faithfal il
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others in pain or trouble. 56 Grouadiess
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), e $AB2 +Ks
heYesl;;dtaﬁl s article left our S105542 a763
ro South in a precarious ST @)
position. He had played the As2
jack of spades on West's six vJ3
and that old villain East had 308
refused to cover with the North and South vulnerable

king. Could South make the
haid after this play by East?
The answer is no. After
that first trick he would at-
tack either diamonds or
hearts. If he attacked hearts
it-would be up to East to
hold off once with his king
whereupon South would be
unable to bring home the
suit. Should South attack dia-
monds it would be up to West
to-grab his ace immediately
and play a second spade to
set up East's spade suit
while East still held the king
of diamonds.

How did South get into this

MARY WORTH
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make the hand against any|
defense? |

The answer is that South
€0t nto this trouble by play-|
ing the wrong card from
dummy at trick one.

He should have played. the
four of spades, not the jack;
at trick one! Then he would
win with his ace and go after
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the heart suit. East could get|
a trick with his king, but|

@ by N TG e 5 0

tnnr 72

trouble? Had he and North|then South would have a sure| MY, MY—— WHERE " "
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CHANGES IN COMICS

Readership surveys:
how they guide an editor

By GEORGE BUROW

Managing Editor, Danville Commercial-News

Comics raGes in The Commercial-News have main-
tained their relatively high percentage of readership
as recorded in three major surveys during the past 20
years. High of 90 per cent each for men and women
readers was in the 1947 survey conducted by the
Advertising Research Foundation.

Our 1963 survey, at the Vetmilion County Fair,
brought an 89 per cent response from women readers
and a 90 per cent response by men. A 1958 survey,
again conducted locally, brought an 85 per cent reader-
ship response from both men and women with ap-
proximately 15 per cent of our circulation contacted.

We have made two major changes in comics pages
in 20 years. Daily, we have gone from about a half-
page of 6 strips and 2 or 3 panels with area news stories
as fillers to a complete page of 2 or 3 panels plus Jacoby
on Bridge, crossword puzzle, and Mirror of Your Mind.
Also, 5 of our strips are 5 cols. instead of the old stand-
ard 4 cols.

Two of the most popular strips of 20 years ago—
“Blondie” and “Henry”’—have survived and dominate
today’s page. Dagwood and Blondie go happily and
merrily on their way. Henry appeals to the children.

The nature of most comics has changed with the
times—the hard working and beleaguered “Tillie the
Toiler,” who aroused sympathy for the working girl
beset with hard-nosed taskmasters, has given way to
lovable “Mary Worth,” who never tires of righting
problem-children reared by doting parents who are
too busy maintaining their prestige in the business
world or social standing to rear their children correctly.
(This seems in tune with today’s fast pace, high per-
centage of women workers, and numerous social and
family maladjustments.)

The “Annie Rooney” and “Ella Cinders” strips,
which highlighted the hardships, struggles and injus-
tices of the orphans and underprivileged of pre-War 11
comics, have given way to the solving of international
intrigue, spying and stealing of business and industrial
secrets in the “Buz Sawyer” and “Captain Easy”
realms. It’s mainly a matter of keeping in step with
the times. *

7

Our MAJOR CHANGE in Sunday comics came early in
1951 when we switched from the NEA 8-page tabloid
to King Features Syndicate 16-page supplement with
proved comics. Our latest switch on Sunday came in
June with the introduction of “Beetle Bailey,” open
in our territory.

About six years ago we designed our own masthead
for Sunday comics stressing our coverage of mid-
America with Gannett News Service, Associated Press
and our own correspondents. Last month we updated
it.-

We believe that we have been fortunate at The C-N
in that we have not had to restore any comic strip
dropped in the past 20 years. True, we have had a few
letters and possibly a dozen phone calls but these have
been only a fraction of one per cent.

Our surveys are made by adults, including teachers,
in the summer. They contact our readers on a house-
to-house or personal basis such as at a county fair over
a period of several days. We believe we get a good
sampling of our readers and that a high percentage of
them are satisfied with our comics.

CONTRIBUTOR BUROW, with The
C-N since War Il, was named city
editor in 1946. A graduate of II-
linois Wesleyan and the University
of lllinois, he started newspapering
in 1929 as a sports writer for the
Daily Pantagraph at Bloomington.
Wife Esther is a Wesleyan class-
mate; son Richard is a Gannett
Newspaperboy Scholarship winner
and has a graduate engineering
fellowship at Duke; daughter
Georgienne is a Junior High teach-
er at Wayne, Pa., near Philadelphia.
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the body gets rid of exces-
sive heat. The skin surface
is capable of disposing of
small amounts of heat; the.
capillaries dilate with warm
blood to facilitate this
process and it is here that

day, a gallon or more o
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these two systems. All of

in turn increases circulation.

It has to bring more blood
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even while resting in bed and |2
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CHANGES IN COMICS

5 columns vs. 4:
a dramatic difference

By GIL SMITH
Managing Editor, Utica Observer-Dispatch

WHEN PEOPLE start telling me that our society has
grown too sophisticated or too TV-conscious to enjoy
newspaper comics, I keep in mind a few bits of evi-
dence that, for me at least, disprove it. For example:

1. The elephant jokes (they’re not really jokes) are
something less than sophisticated.

2. The weak nonsense on some TV “fun” shows—a
lot less mature than most comic pages.

Of course, there are a couple of things wrong with
this entire premise. One is that there never has been
any real proof that sophisticated people don’t like easy-
to-read enjoyment. Another is that comics really
shouldn’t be called comics anymore. There’s nothing
comical about The Phantom or Dr. Kildare.

But the only real criticism one hears these days about
comic pages is the “I don’t have time for them’” bit.
This implies, one supposes, that a busy person is too
wrapped up in whether Red China should be admitted
to the U.N. or the problems of a Nehru-less India to
be able to take the time to get a tension-easing chuckle
out of Peanuts. *

IN My short time in this business, I think newspaper
comics have grown up a good deal, not necessarily for
the better in all cases. But the change has reflected,
properly, the change in reading habits and the accept-
tance of the smoothly told humorous short story as
opposed to the guffaw, slapstick strip of some years
ago.

Peanuts is certainly more 1960-ish than was Moon
Mullins. Blondie certainly reflects today’s young mar-
ried couples—or at least what they themselves might
wish for in fun—than did earlier strips of a similar
vein, if there were any. Even when the author hits a
dull week, the total product is a lot more real and ac-
ceptable (and believable) than some of TV’s afternoon
tear-jerking—some of which, one must admit, is pretty
funny.

It does seem that newspapers do not need the vol-
ume of comic strips that apparently seemed so desir-
able in the past. The comic page may be the syrup on
the ice cream for some of our readers—and too much
syrup spoils the dish.

The Observer-Dispatch has reduced its number of
comics—and if you count panels—by some 50 per

CONTRIBUTOR SMITH has been man-
aging editor of the Observer-Dispatch
since early 1958. Before that he was
managing editor of the Utica Press
for about four years. He went to Utica
as a copy reader from the Wilmington
(N. C.) Star-News, where he was
sports and city editor. He is a native
of Boston, a veteran of the Air Force,
a husband and father of two—Ronald
& of Boston, 23, and Patricia, of Utica,
16. He is a grandfather too, Ronnie being married with two
sons. He is a former president of the New York State Asso-
ciated Press Association and a graduate of the American Press
Institute seminars for managing editors. He is chairman of the
General News Committee of the Associated Press Managing
Editors. He is a director of that group.

cent. In 1957, for example, The O-D carried 11 strips
and four panels. It now has nine strips and one panel.
The reasons for this, however, were varied.

One main reason was to make each strip large
enough to be enjoyed. We went from the four-column
size to the five, and when a couple of syndicates sug-
gested “that feature doesn’t come in five” they were
advised that maybe it should. And it did. (I doubt we
would have canceled a good strip just because it re-
mained in four-column size, but the threat was implied
or inferred and the syndicate found it possible to go
along.)

The difference between four and five-column size
is dramatic. It’s like the difference between the 10-inch
and 20-inch TV screen. And, when all strips are in one
size, it makes for a neater page. *

ANOTHER REASON for cutting back the volume on the
page was to make it more than just a comic page—it
was to be active in other ways. At that time, for exam-
ple, our health column ran wild. It might be on Page 11
Tuesday and Page 27 Wednesday. Despite the front
page index, one couldn’t simply turn to the doctor; one
had to check for page number first. Now, the health
column is anchored and despite some early feeling
that maybe one shouldn’t be reading about cancer and
boils on the same page with Beetle Bailey, I think it’s
an improvement.

The crossword (always in a quarter of the page for
easy folding, please) and the bridge column may have
taken some non-comic readers to the page, and perhaps
have given some younger readers a chance to get an
earlier interest in synonyms and word definitions, or
in how to finesse the queen when all looks black.

And so from the 1957 page we turn out to pasture
such things as Major Hoople (with a bit of fear, I'll
admit), Out Our Way, Tizzy, Off the Record. We
dropped Cotton Woods, Palooka, Martha Wayne, Red
Ryder and Boots. We stopped cutting up Nancy to fit

(Please turn to next page)

|
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CHANGES IN COMICS

Rochester T-U readers
look for humor

By A. VERNON CROOP
Managing Editor, Times-Union, Rochester

Comics AREN'T what they used to be. But there’s still
a place for them in the newspaper. It’s better to use
fewer and display them well than to crowd them.

Surveys show an overall decline in readership since
television, but enough people read some comics to jus-
tify them. We have dropped such strips as Mary
Worth, Joe Palooka, Red Ryder, Abbie and Slats, Wash
Tubbs and Alley Oop. None of them has been restored.
Generally speaking, readers today prefer humor in
comics. It is harder to interest them in continuity strips.

It is not necessary to fill a page with comics. We
carry a bridge column, astrology, the crossword puz-
zle, Disney’s “True Life Adventures” and a science
panel, “Our New Age,” on the comics page.

¥

Some saLesMEN would have you believe there’s nothing
more important than comics. Nearly every week some-
one’s around to try a new one on you. Fortunately,
most editors are in a position to let new comics prove
themselves before buying.

All features should be reviewed regularly to weed
out any that have failed to stand up. A guide to how
the reader rates comics against other parts of the news-
paper appears in the survey of readership of the Roch-
ester newspapers conducted in May 1964 by Lou
Harris.

When Rochester readers were asked what they liked
in The Times-Union, 31% said good news coverage,
21% said local news, 15% editorial page, 11% sports,
11% columnists and only 4% comics.

When asked what they turn to first in The Times-
Union, the replies were: Headlines 74%, local news
38%, sports 11%, general news 11%, and comics only
6%.

When asked what they would miss most, the replies
were: Headlines 4%, local news 26%, sports 15%, gen-
eral news 10% and comics only 5%.

*

By conTrast, past readership surveys showed much
greater interest in comics. A 1938 T-U survey showed

22 THE GANNETTEER

CONTRIBUTOR CROOP has been
a newsman for 39 years. He began
his career working his way through
the University of Rochester with a
night job on The Times-Union; sub-
sequently he became copy editor,
state editor, telegraph editor and
city editor. During World War Il he
served as acting managing editor
of The Democrat and Chronicle. In
1948 he went to Washington as
chief of the Gannett News Service
there. He has been managing edi-
tor of The Times-Union since July
1950.

that 84% of women and 79% of men read some of the
comics page. Individual comics rated readership per-
centages ranging from 50 to 70 per cent.

A T-U survey in 1955 showed that 79% of women
and 77% of men read some part of the comics page.
Popularity of individual comics had dropped about 10
percent from 1938. Indications are that a decline in
popularity since 1955 has continued.

5 columns vs. 4:
a dramatic difference

(Continued from preceding page)

an ugly hole, and it now runs in pleasant, proper hori-
zontal fashion. Of course, some comics were added—
the total loss was two strips and three panels.

We also tried to tie every daily strip in with a
Sunday color comic, thus weaving a bit of promotion
from Sunday to daily and back.

I doubt there is a comic that can be dropped without
a few readers’ bemoaning the fact, but I'm equally cer-
tain that no strip is so valuable it cannot be dropped.
It shouldn’t be—when one or two comics become that
important to the reader, there’s something wrong with
the rest of the paper.

And so I would say that five full columns of comics
—give or take a panel or two—is a big enough diet
to give any reader.

Main things: (1) Make ‘em big enough so they can
be enjoyed ... (2) Change ‘em when you think you
should (and I don’t believe in trying to get a clear
verdict from any survey unless it’s a real professional
job. Anything less seems to be to be just a weak ex-
cuse to get out of the responsibility that should be the
editor’s) .. .and (3) Put something else on the page
with the comics.
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.. ARCHAEOLOG/STS
STUDY POTTERY THUS.
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THE RIDDLE OF WHERE
CORN ORIGINATED!
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UP YOUR

TODAY’S BRID(‘E

Many Ways to Slam

By OSWALD JACOBY

The main test of a good
partnership is its ability to
bid slams successfully.

Thus, there are any num-
ber of ways to get to six
spades with today’s hand

One way is for North to
take off and bid six the mo-
ment his partner responds
to his opening club bid.
This time it would work
Next time South might hold
the king-queen of diamonds
instead of hearts and there
would be no reasonable play

ceivably be a slam in the
hand.

1t didn't take much cour-
age on John's part to bid
the slam once his partner
showed heart strength.

Looking at the North-
South cards only, there is
no guarantee that the slam
will make, but it certainly
is a fine contract to be in
and, since trumps broke 22,
Mrs. Hawes was able to rutf
her two losing diamonds in
dummy.

for the slam against any
opening lead.

Another way: North
might open with a very un-
suond two bid, whereupon
South could take full
charge

Or there is the very nice
route in which Texans Dr
John Fisher of Dallas and
Mrs. David Hawes of Fort
Worth bid the slam at the
Midsouth regionals in Little
Rock, Ark

The key bid was Mrs.
Hawes' five hearts. She was
very happy at four spades,
but' felt that John had to
have very good spades to

NORTH (D) 25
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&KE5
WEST EAST
A2 A 108
vio0s V864
4Q10632 $KJT5
#7983 #A102

SOUTH

ASTE54

¥XQ2

4984

Q7
North and South vulnerable
North East South West
14 Pass 14  Pass
3v Pass 3NT. Pass
4A  Pass 39  Pass
64 Pass Pass Pass
Opening lead—# 3

warrant his strong bidding
_and that there might con-
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CHANGES IN COMICS

' The stalwarts
...and the experiments

By EUGENE F. HAMPSON
Managing Editor, Courier-News, Plainfield, N. J.

GETTING TOGETHER a comic page in the New York met-
ropolitan area is extremely frustrating. You see the
strips and panels you would like to add to your comic
page and also distribute through other sections of the
paper, but you can’t buy them.

If they aren’t controlled by one of the New York
City paper giants, then one of the big city papers has
exclusive rights for the territory. And the salesman
says he’s sorry but Plainfield is just too few miles from
New York City for you to acquire the strip or panel.

The salesman then offers you an inferior strip or
provides you with the opportunity of being a guinea
pig for some new strip which hasn’t been tested. In
either case they probably have been turned down by
one of the “giants.”

You experiment from time to time, but you thank
your stars that somewhere along the line the paper
has been able to acquire such old stalwarts—still popu-
lar—as Blondie, Donald Duck and Mickey Mouse.

But you watch carefully when it comes to dropping
a strip. Little Annie Rooney seemed to be losing its
hold and with us it gave way at one time to a more
modern comic. The reaction was immediate. When it
was apparent that its absence from the paper was no
accident, the letters of protest arrived.
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SHORT RIBS

GANNETT NEWSPAPER
COMICS ARE GOOD FOR
A LAUGH, ANYTIME /

Our comic page is drawn in an effort to provide a
bit for all the readers, young and old, and on as many
subjects as possible. We like the one-story-a-day
strips, but we do have some continuing story comics.

Panels support the strips at the top of the page, but
the strips then are doubled up until seven inches from
the bottom when single strips are buttressed by the
daily crossword and two other puzzles. Titles of the
strips are carried on the side via reversed cuts. We
believe this gives us a clean and pleasant design.

*

TWENTY YEARS AGO eight comic strips graced our comic
page plus three 2-col. panels and one 1-col. panel. The
radio programs also made the page which usually was
filled up thereafter by “questions and answers” and
even some advertisements. No strips or panels ap-
peared elsewhere in the paper.

Today the radio programs are gone and TV rates its
own page. “Questions and answers” has gone to the
editorial page and the comic page is composed of 13
strips, two 2-col. panels, the daily crossword plus the
daily Cryptoquote and the daily Fortune Finder. One
2-col. panel makes the editorial page daily and one
comic strip and three 2-col. panels normally go on
the classified pages. Sports has its own 1-col. panel.

Surviving on our comic pages from 20 years ago
are Blondie, Donald Duck, Brick Bradford, Mandrake
the Magician, Muggs and Skeeter, Etta Kett, Little
Annie Rooney and Old Home Town.

Some critics tell us the comic pages are losing their
hold on the reader. If this is true, why does TV give
cartoons valuable time and why do the movie houses
relax us for the feature presentation with a cartoon
short?




THE COURIER-NEWS 7 SHE CROCHETED| [THAT WAS.
Plainfield, N. J., Tuesday, June 23, 1964 > W CAR N MY NAME el
D You EIKE BLoGMERS { |

CT/ TH
! = OUT OF TOWN/.
TRECKON 4L &'

T TAS ALONG.
BEHIND THAT BOY.

elieve money is the root of all evl But

Alvin you never have a chance to find
out first-hand!

‘‘Deciding on & snac . or just defrosting
-the ref) tor?”"

k.‘.
rigers

WZHEH ZO0LRQP S

OONT 145 THAT TIME,

HE GaDs, | [MOMS BEEN TRANG © WHALK .
wAT” \ T 010 |, BLASPERMOUTH /

A NAIL INTD THE WALL L0TH A
HARBRUSH ~SHE EINALLY
GAUE U@ — SHE M4

DAILY — Here's how to work
=NOW WE CAN HAVE AX!:LBx’x‘ to e
THE PHONE ALLTO 8 LONGFELLOW
A"“”'SL’E"‘,QE:UFQOFA One letter slmply stands for another. In this sample A is used
WHO! : for the.thres L's, X for the two O's, etc. Single letters, apos-
trophies, { and formation of the words are all hints,

Bach day thie cod letters are difterent.

A Cryptogram Quotation
NLZOITSOC ELSLZIFFC TD T7r.
FHEDTUS, ISV ZLGUDL TD SUO
ORL VLDOTSC UK AIS.—U. BLS.
VLFF RUFALD
Yestérdiy's Oryptoguots: AN AGE OF IGNORANCE 18
AN AGE OF CEREMONY.—SAMUEL JOHNSON

© 194, King Features
KT, WHAT'S | WHATS WRONG ZWHAT KIND.
WRONG

SRns 4| O G @Y Or et ®4
B eeaoe| | DAILY FORTUNE FINDER
e

To learn your “Fortune™ for today from the stars, write in the letters
of the alphabet corresponding to the numerals on the line of the astron
logical period in which you were born. You wil find it fun.

678 91011121314151617 18192021 222324 25 26
FGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

T3 118 61919141523 31513 914 7

T 422 11420 1 7615 6 6 518 6 4

T 71516 4 6 113 912251618 926 5

181518 6 2 110 6 8 8 114 7 519

118 61920 919 421 6251621 14 15 23

12118 7 1 014 910 31518 814 7

YOU OVERHEARD SOME |
| THINGS - NOW YOU'RE

T2 11411 2 112 114 3 6 s A6

51412 118 7 6 4 1 320 922 92035 |

715 1 620 6182515311823 11420 19
$151316 51410 120 9514 7 1 914

1221242118 9152119235 1 6 914 7
2 v

91420 61212 9 7 51420 4 § 11319

JAN.21

et @r_0F Ga__CFe@m
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B§ A. LEOKUM
Why Are Fertilizers Used?

Win The 15-Volume Britannicaland what fertilizers to use? The
Junior Encyclopedia for school|individual states and the U.S. De-
and home. Send your questions, partment of Agriculture have
name, age, address to “Tell Me| laboratories that will test samples
Why!” care of this paper. In of the soil, and their analysis tells
case of duplicate questions, the|the farmer what his soil lacks and

decide the winner. the kind of fertilizer that will do
Today's winner is:

BIDDIE & BERT

COURIER-POST, Comdan, N. J., Menday, July 13, 1964 31

A HUMMINGBIRD ?

FOR A SANDWICH

IS THIS A CHICKEN OR

BIDDIE! DON'T TELL

ME WE'RE HAVING THAT

WHY, IT'S HARDLY ENOUGH SCRAWNY OLD HEN

» ( 'VE NEVER BEEN SO
2 \_INSULTED IN MY LIFEY
=

the most good.
Jimmy Mattison, 9, Campbell, Did you know that fertiizers
Calif. |

MISS PEACH

Crossword Puzzle

. times? The Hindus and Chine
A “fertilizer” Is any substance|used them, and the North Ameri.
which, when ac to the soil,|can Indians used to put a dead
will increase the growth and yield fish in each hole in which they
of plants. It the soil has never planted grains of corn. And South
Seen tlled befare, it needs Lttle| American Indians used the drop-
or no fertilizing. - But each new|pings of birds as fertilizer hun-
Crop that grows in a soil draws|dreds of years before the white
valuable chemicals out of it. In|man came.
time, such il almost| FUN TI¥
vl for s s 05 e ook Box |

. Passenger: I'm sorry, but my.

the purpose of fertilizer 15 10| 4oo ate my ticket.

Conductor: Then I suggest you
chemicals_that have been drawn|p gest you)
™ The ot commman of a7 i & second helping.
fertlizers, and still the most im-| : Did you hear about the
portant one on the average farm, |accident at the army camp?

s the manure of animals. 1t is| Lucy: 'What happened?
called the complete fertilizer, be-| Frank: A jeep ran over a
cause it contains three basic ele-|corn box and killed two kemals.
ments: nitrogen, phosphorous, and| THE PUZZE BOX

o

artificial fertilizer is used. It sup-

S
plies the soil only with those ele-
Tich' the soil during the first

‘h:ve been used since very ancient

‘Sometimes the soil doesn't need.
a complete fertilizer. The soil
may be exhausted of only a single
element necessary to the growth
n an incomplete
gl
‘ments in which it is deficient.
Artificial fertilizers are made in |
a viriety of ways, and they work -
quite well. But they have one
drawback. They will greath

are plowed under, icial _

fertilizers begin to lose their ef- Win the Britannica Worid Atias or

fectiveness. Plowing under the Yearbook of Events. Send your

green crops supplies the soil with riddles, jokes to: Riddles, Jokes

Organic matter which it needs. |“Tell Me Why!” Today's wis-
How does 2 farmer know what ner

¢lements are lacking in his soil Elizabeth Eden, Tulsz, Okia

rYour Almanac Today

TODAY is Monday, July 13
the 195th day of 1964 with 171 to
follow.

The moon is approaching its
first quarter.

The morning stars are Jupi-
ter, Saturn, Mars Venus.

Those born today are und:
the Sign of Cancer.

ON THIS DAY IN HISTORY:
In 1787, Congress set up the

rst organized government west
of the original colonies with the
enactment the Northwest
Ordinance.

In 1863, riots broke out in New
, York City against the draft law

In 1865, Horace Gresley ad-
vised Federal civil servants to

. L. Gordon:
How’s Your
English?

g0 west Words often misused: Do mot
P <ay, “The children are obfivious
2222
WinLon!
N
X
~

MRS.ONS HARNE:! i

* eSS e, o,
52 for your original idea if printed.
rite Jerry Langell c/o this newspaper|

ABLLOUS
~C§LL56TIN

see ARTHURYS

of O\P
EWSPaPELRS

JUGHEAT

D! THE PARADE
1S STARTING! GRAB.
YOUR SPACE HELMET!

ACROSS 42. Girl's name 18. Whea-
1. Care for ten
5 Vend nowN four
9. Sandarac 1.0nae of the 21. Sepa-
tree Society rate
10. Algonquin Islands into
Indi 2.Goddess of  thin
11 discor she
‘porcs 2.Girl's name 22 Ger-
dish 4. A drink ‘man
12 Jewelers 5. Scrawny meta-
person :
14. Sloths. 6. Ireland: zHu
15.A radio- poet.
ive 7. Mercifal- 25, Scientists’
element ness work-
17. Lieutenant: 8. A type of rooms:
abbr. o Short
fruit 26. Anointed:
Young cow obs.
13. Merganser var,
16. Beam 27. Notion
T 7
I 2
3 3
7 7
& 2
2
7
E J |
3 5
36
39

A Oryptogram Quotation 738

BC UBN CRFNSV ENLRY PRE CR-

FNSV UBPO BC BPV ENRC LV
BPDDS—~YNCOBC

Saturday’s Cryptoquote: DISCUSSION: A METHOD OF
CONFIRMING OTHERS IN THEIR ERRORS.—AMBROSE

Ra.
BIERCE (© 1364, King Features Ine)
Stella

MONEY AND

IT MIGHT

CHRIS-

“PLANTED” IN THE CAR
YoU DROVE—

TAKE YEARS
INNOCENCE,

YOUR FATHER KNOWSTHE

KEANWHILE voU

UDYING 6 BEA

MINISTER . HOW
= WITH,

THING7

TOMORROW: WHO 7

o THIS | |
TERRIBLE| |

| It’s Your Birthday

TUESDAY, JULY 14

June 22 to July 28 (Cancer)—|You can make a good impression
Don't allow your love of the mys-|by realizing your gift for organi-
|terious to run away with-you to-|zation. When cailed upon to start
|day. Seek the logical explanation the ball rolling, do so.
‘m ‘what appears to be uncanny be-| April 21 to May 21 (Taurus)—A
|havior day which could well see the end
| July 24 to Aug. 23 (Leo)—Too of present difficulties in personal
many cooks spoil the broth! For relationships, especially with re-
|mutual satisfaction tend to your 8ard to en.
|own knitting and allow others to| May 22 fo June 21 (Gemini)—
|tend to theirs. Dot overock the poss ty of
. ervor in_checking financial state-
|, Aus. 2 to Sept. 2 (VIrgo)The| ments. You may be in better §-

SMIDGENS

green s they look. Best to in-|Pancial shape than you think
vestigate thoroughly before mak-

! MAN WOULD
NEVER BZ A SUCCESS
THOUT A

WITH
WIEE BEHIND KM/

IT'5 HER FAITH AND

: .
BELIEF N HiM THAT | | HAL SHON ME. SURPRISED
PEYOTED MAKES HIM SOAR TO 4] L 1
GREAT HEIGHTS! i SHOW YOU A
H AN
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i
y
H
i
1
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Wm. S. Penfield
Stories
Behind
Words

NARCISSUS
Narcissus, according to Greek
mythology, was the extremely
handsome son of the river god

ing any irrevocable change.
| Sept. 24 to Oct. 23 (Libra)—Seek
|to find 2 common level of uner.

{ment; the present
1ot stand.
Oct. 24 to Nov. 22 (Scorpio)—
the windows of your mind;

those not in the same line of work
|as you are.

|"Nov. 23 to Dec. 22 (Sagittarius)
| —These are wonderful days for

Cephissus
The nymph Echo fell in love
with Narcissus, but he ignored

|places. Let your fancy soar her. Finally, Echo pined away

ON_YOUR
WRIST--31'S

THAT MARK--

FROM.
Ie0T

THE SAME PLACE
THE DIAMOND:

75 YEARS AGO-- OUR PHANTOM'S
GRANDFATHER -~ we>

‘BART, DON'T BE
50 MYSTERIOUS!

| Dec. 23 to Jan. 20 (Capricorn)—
| Avoid criticizing another for some
harmiess peculiarity. Glass houses
|and stones go il together.

Jan. 21 to Feb. 19 (Aquarius)—

1o nothing but a voice.

The gods, angry at his treat-
ment of Echo, caused Narcis-
sus to visit a certain pool. As
he knelt and bent to get a drink
of water, Narcissus saw his re-
flection in the pool. He fell in
love with the reflection and sat
by the pool for days, admiring

s mirrored image. As he sat
there, the gods changed him
ed,| into a flower.

The nymphs of the forest
found the flower at the spot
where Narcissus had sat, and

Iines.
jes)— they gave it his name.

March 21 to April 20 (Ari

HOLE
MY

THIS 16 THE BEST FISHIN'

I EVER FOUND IN
LIFE,

TATER.

! LAY
=7 | | AND HE COULDN'T. 6O
1 50

HE HAC
MANY CHORES T DO/,

HA---TLL BET HE
SAYS THAT TO
ALL THE GIRLS

THE GANNET
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CHANGES IN COMICS

Camden
customizes an

;Photo by Bob Bartosz

ED VALTMAN, Hartford's Pulitzer Prize cartoonist, pins ribbon on winning cartoon in

a Courier-Post-Cherry Hill Mall cartoon contest at Camden. Courier-Post art director

amusements page

By JOHN O. DAVIES
Editor, Courier-Post, Camden

TrE Courier-Post comic page has been transformed
during the past 18 months into a general amusement
page of interest to both adults and children. At one
time it contained all comics, 18 strips. Now we run
12 strips.

Cutting back on our comics was not difficult and,
with one exception, caused little or no protest from
readers. The main reason was that the practice of the
Philadelphia Bulletin and Inquirer in signing exclusive
territorial rights on comics barred us from using the
most popular strips and a number of inferior strips
were in our stable. These were the ones we dropped.

Our reason for reducing comics was to gain more
reading space in the rest of the newspaper. The most
logical way to accomplish this was'to find room on the
comic page for features that had the run of the paper
daily and were far more popular with readers than the
comics they would replace.

Surveys by The Courier-Post enabled us to list the
comics in order of their popularity among adults, high
school students, and our newspaperboys. On this basis
we canceled Buck Rogers, Davey Jones, Jackson Twins
and Buz Sawyer. We agreed beforehand to stand firm
against any reader demands that we reinstate any can-
celed comics. The only protests received were against
the cutting of Buz Sawyer, but these died out within
a month.

*
THe cutBack enabled us to put the daily crossword
puzzle and a popular children’s column, Tell Me Why,
in a set place on the daily comic page. The puzzle was

Howard Shivers looks on. Of the more than 500 entries submitted, six were winners.
These were shown on television and published by The Courier-Post.

put in the upper right hand corner of the page for the
convenience of crossword fans.

The shift gave us two additional columns of reading
space in the rest of the newspaper. (For still more read-
ing space, needed to display news from Burlington and
Gloucester counties, we made a large reduction of
mediocre general features, including columns and
panels, to gain a total of five columns for news.)

Just recently another comic was dropped by its
syndicate, Dudley D. We received complaints from
readers who thought we had eliminated it. As has been
our practice, letters of explanation went out to every
reader who complained about comic strip changes.

To keep the inverted “T” pattern for the strips on
the comic page, we dropped Abernathy at the same
time that Dudley D. died. No complaints on Abernathy.

The end of these two strips gave us another column
of reading space in the rest of the newspaper by shift-
ing Here’s an Idea (now one of our most popular
panels), How’s Your English, Stories Behind Words,
Your Almanac Today and It’s Your Birthday to the
comic page. These shifts had been planned quite some
time ago in anticipation of a new reduction in strips
that the cancellation of Dudley D. made easy. All non-
strip features now fit nicely in the arms of the upside-
down T and are readily found by readers each day.

Since the changes, Here’s an Idea has been produc-
ing the heaviest flow of mail from readers submitting
ideas for $2 prizes. Crossword fans also have praised
the revision because they no longer have to search
through the newspaper for the daily puzzle. Tell Me
Why also is bringing in more mail than before. We be-
lieve that a set place for these features has gained them
increased and more constant readers.

|
AUGUST 1964 | 27



